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and high pleaſure to hear you 
fay, Liberty was ſo rich a jewel that 
rather than it ſhould be loſt, ſome 
degree of its corruption, hhweves 
undefirable, muſt be born with, I 
therefore humbly preſume to ſhelter 
this imperfect diſcourſe under your 

favourable patronage ; being well 
aſſured, the important ſubject of it 
can need no apology, tho' the man- 
ner of treating ſo glorious a theme, 
may poſſibly need all that candor for 
which you are ſo eminent. It might 
ſeem arrogant in me, as it would be 

I ee to pretend to ac- 
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i -DEDICATION. 
quaint the world, with what the 


loud voice of fame has long ſince 


ſounded throughout all Europe. 1 
mean, Sir, your indefatigable zeal in 
the. ſervice, of your country, your 
friendſhip for liberty, and to men of 
integrity without diſtinction of par- 
ties, conjoyned with the ſublimeſt ta- 
lents of genius and eloquence. But 
I dare not any farther intrude on 
thoſe precious moments, ſo advanta- 
geouſly employed for the public weal, 
only by juſt begging leave to men- 
tion, with what a peculiar ſatisfacti- 
on, as well as profound veneration, I 
embrace this opportunity of ſubſcrib- 
ing myſelf, - 


281 n, 
Your muff © 

Moft obedient, and 
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G 2 8 v. 13. 


Por brethren, ye have been called 
unto liberty; only uſe not liberty 
for an occaſion to the fleſh, bat 


by love A one another. 


wW E are this day aſſembled together 
to mention the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord, and the praiſes of the 
Lord, according to all that the Lord hath 
beſtowed on us, and the great goodneſs to- 
wards the houſe of Iſrael, towards his Britiſh 
Iſrael, which he hath beſtowed on them, ac- 
cording to his mercy and according to the 
multitude of his loving- kindneſſes. I could 
wiſh there was reaſon to add with our evan- 
gelical prophet, every ſentence of what fol- 
lows as applicable to us: For he faid, ſurely 
they are my people, children that will not 
lye, fo he was their ſaviour, Indeed aur 
national ſalvations have been in many reſpects 
almoſt as wonderful as thoſe of God's pecu- 
liar people of old. We are a nation highly 
favoured, a People 3 by the Lord who 

expects 


þ 
f 
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(2) | 
expects in return our ſolemn and chearful 
raiſes, That tribute of acknowledgment 
which is his due he may juſtly claim. Tis 
indeed amazing condeſcenſion in the high 


and lofty one to admit our feeble eſſays this 
way, yet ſuch is his goodneſs as to declare; 


Whoſo offereth praiſe glorifieth me. With- 
out taking any preſent notice of the context, 
T ſhall addreſs myſelf immediately to con- 
ſider the words of our text, in which we 


—_—_ 


I. A glorious privilege pointed out an 
recommended, viz. liberty. | 
II. We have a very proper caution ſub- 

joyned; not to abuſe it, only uſe not 
liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh. 
JII. A duty injoyned, extremely condu- 


cive to our happineſs; but by love ſerve 


one another, 


I. Here is a glorious privilege pointed out 
and recommended, and that is liberty: By 


which term I humbly apprehend, our apoſ- 
tle primarily means, a releaſe from the cere- 


monial diſpenſation, and no doubt this might 
be juſtly deemed a very fignal and important 
bleſſing, ſince it neceſſarily implies not only 
the abolition of numerous, burthenſome rites 
and coſtly puerile obſervances which render- 
ed that oeconomy vaſtly inferior to a milder 
and more gracious, as well as manly, — 


* 


4 


Fo 


| and ſpiritual frame of worſhip, but as it fare 


ther ſuppoſes the great Meſſiah had made 


his appearance in our world, ſince with re- 


ference to him were moſt of thoſe ceremo- 


nies ordained, the law having a ſhadow of 
good things to come, while the body or ſub- 
ſtance of thoſe temporary inſtitutions was 
no leſs than Chriſt himſelf; Heb, x. 1. com» 
pared with Col. ii. 17 *, 

2. Our inſpired writer may farther in- 
tend, as is more than probable from ſeveral 
hints in this epiſtle, freedom from the guilt 
of ſin ; or, our obnoxiouſneſs to ſuffer puniſh- 
ment purſuant to the ſanction of the divine 
law, and from terrors of conſcience thro' the 
atonement of Chriſt: Thus he obſerves, 
chap. iii. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from 


the curſe of the lau, being made a curſe for 


us, or treated as tho he had been a male- 
factor and tranſgreſſor, as elſewhere God the 
B 2 father 


# I can't but think there are two extremes on this head of 
types, a term warranted by the apoſtle, 1 Cor. x. 6. and 
elſewhere. What we there render examples, is in the original 
TU ; one js, that the whole of the levitical adminiſtration 
had no reference to the good things of the goſpel, but intire- 
ly concerned the Jews as a body politick, which if true, 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, with ſeveral other paſſages of 
the new teſtament, can have very little meaning. The other 
extreme is, to make every thing that was then tranſacted 
typical and figurative, as fancy leads one, which I fear has 
been the unhappy occaſion not only of ſtrengthening the 
prejudices of our modern deiſts againſt revelation, but of diſ- 
guſting ſome who wear the chriſtian name againſt the doctrine 
of types in general, e 


2 eee 
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father is ſaid to have made bim fin, i. e. a 
fin-offering for us by an uſual hebraiſm, 
when he knew no fin that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 2. or 
as the ſame apoſtle expreſſes it in another 
place, that we might be conſtituted righteous, 
ee Rom. v. 19. i. e. intituled to par- 
don, life and happineſs on account of what 
Jeſus has ſuffered and performed as the ſurety 
and ſubſtitute of all penitent believing ſinners. 

3. True chriſtians are favoured with de- 
liverance from the power of corrupt princi- 
ples and evil habits, of which more hereafter, 
which therefore we ſhall not now enlarge 
os. + 7 
4. The right of private judgment, as it is 
commonly ſtiled, or of judging for ourſelves 
in matters of religion, is another of thoſe 
branches of liberty we are called to un- 
der the goſpel oeconomy. Thus we are ex- 
horted by St. Paul, the inſpired writer of 


this epiſtle, in another excellent letter of his 


to the church at Theſſalonica, chap. v. 21. 
Prove all things: hold faſt that which 1s 
geod. Search the ſcriptures, ſays our divine 
Saviour, for in them, however wrong your 
ſentiments may be in other reſpects, even 

e Scribes and Phariſees think ye have eter- 
nal life, Fobn v. 39. I ſpeak as to wiſe men, 
judge ye what I ſay, is the advice of the 
great apoſtle of the. Gentiles. By the. way, 


what becomes of the infallible deciſion of 


his 


LSE 

holineſs at Rome, ſince no leſs a perſon than 
the great St, Paul with all his inſpirations 
and extraordinary talents, exhorts the 
people to whom he wrote to exerciſe their 
right of perſonal or private judgment. 
Much leſs have the leaders of any ſect, the 
principal perſons of any inferior party among 
proteſtants, far leſs, may they legally aſſume a 
right of dictating to any in the grand af- 
fairs of religion and eternal falvation. St. 
Paul himſelf claimed no dominion over the 
faith and conſciences of men, but profeſſed 
himſelf only an helper of their ſacred joy. 
And it is recorded to the praife of the inha- 
bitants of Berea, their character is thus blaz- 
oned by the ſacred writer. Theſe were more 
noble epo, than thoſe in Theſſalonica, in 
that they received the word with all _— 
of mind, and ſearched the ſcriptures daily, 
whether thoſe things were ſo: 1, e. they ex- 
amined the doctrine of Paul and Silas by 
the prophecies of the old teſtament, As 
xvii. I1. Bleſſed be God, we of this nation 
enjoy this moſt valuable branch of chriſtian 
liberty in its full extent But here our ad- 
verſaries object with more ſhew of reaſon, 
as the phraſe is rendered in our tranſlation, 
than folid argument, no ſcripture is of pri- 
vate interpretation, that is fay the papiſts, no 
layman or private chriſtian is to judge for 
himſelf in matters of religion, but is to be 
determined by the dictates either of the pope 

; or 


66) 


or of a general council. Now in order to 


underſtand this, we muſt read the whole 


paſſage. Tis to be met with in the iſt chap. 
of the ſecond epiſtle general of Peter, at the 
zoth and 21ſt verſes. Knowing this firſt, 
that no prophecy of the ſcripture is of any pri- 
vate interpretation, [Pres eninvaees, | for the pro- 
pbecy came not in old time by the will of man, 
but holy men of God ſpake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghojt. Now I think it will be 
evident to any unprejudiced mind that don't 
read this paſſage with a biaſs upon him, that 
the meaning is no more than this; St. Peter 
had been recommending the ſcriptures of the 
old teſtament to their moſt ſerious ſtudy and 
regard, as thereby they would have an o 
portunity of diſcerning with what beauty. 
and exactneſs the predictions therein record- 
ed, had been accompliſhed in the ſufferings 
and exaltation of the bleſſed Jeſus. The 
prophets of old, ſays he, did not either preach 
or commit to writing, the reſult of their own 
imaginations, they were not guided by the 
impulſe of an heated fancy : That the word 
«74a: often ſignifies impulſe, as well as ſo- 
lution or interpretation, may eaſily be made 
appear from good authorities. 
Now fince thoſe holy men of Gad, Tfaiab, 
Ezekiel, Daniel and the reſt, did not com- 
mit 


. * Vid Poli ſynopſin in locum, vide quoque a et 


disein vor 
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mit to writing the bare product of an heated 


Fancy, or their own ſentiments, confidered 
merely as men of ſenſe, it neceſſarily fol- 


lows, and conſequently the higheſt regard 


ſhould be paid to their declarations and pre- 


ditions, that they were only as organs or 

five inſtruments through which a divine 
ſpirit breathed, in order to impreſs and de- 
light our minds with the moſt raviſhing joy 
and melody, with the harmonious, entertain- 
ing, and improving ſounds of evangelical 
pardon, peace, and complete falvation : for 
holy men of God ſpake as they were moved, 
[ e£pouer0;, ] impelled, elevated, raiſed above their 
natural faculties by the Holy Ghoſt, Tis 
to me exceeding clear, that the facred wri- 
ters aſſigning this as a reaſon why no ſcrip- 
ture is of private interpretation, if taken in 


the ſenſe our adverſaries put upon it, would 


have been quite foreign and impertinent ; 
whereas, by the unforced, and, as I humbly 
think, genuine interpretation that has been 
given of it, every difficulty vaniſhes, and the 


right of private judgment, as we have repre- 
ſented it, is abundantly ſecured, This leads 


us to the 


IId. Thing conſiderable in our text, and 
that is a very proper caution ſubjoined, not 
to abuſe this glorious privilege. Only uſe not 
your liberty as an occafion to the fleſh. Abuſe 


I, Your . 
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1. Your freedom from the ceremonial dif- 
penſation, by giving needleſs offence to weak- 
er minds: I have here in view, that celebra- 
ted paſſage, 1 Cor. vili. 13. compared with 
the xivth of the epiſtle to the Romans. 
Wherefore if meat make my brother to offend, 
T will eat no fleſh while the world ſtandeth, 
leſt I make my brother to offend. Some have 
through a ſtrange inattention, miſunderſtood 
theſe words of the Apoſtle, as though we muſt 
neceſſarily comply. with the capricious hu- 
mours of every impertinent perſon, as though 
we muſt be under the direction of every cen- 
ſorious pedant, what we ſhall eat and what 
we ſhall wear. Had this been the deſign 
of the Apoſtle, to injoyn a compliance with 
all the humours of ſuch people, it would 
have been almoſt an impracficable thing, and 


we know God does not require impoſſibili- 


ties. What then it may be ſaid is the ſcope of 
the Apoſtle? To what valuable purpoſe does 
his long diſcourſe tend, which you may con- 
ſult at your leiſure in the paragraphs above 
referred to. I anſwer, the caſe is thus clear- 


ly ſtated by St. Paul: there were ſeveral it 


ſeems, who boaſted of their ſuperior know- 
ledge, in compariſon of their brethren the 
Jewiſh converts, who could not preſently get 
over all the ſcruples of their education, hay- 


ing imbibed from their infancy, very ſtrong 


prejudices in favour of meats and drinks, and, 
it may be, divers other ceremonial practices. 
6 OO. I know 


(9) 


1 Know and am perſuaded; ſays this excellent 
| perſan, by the Lord Jeſus, 14th verſe of the 
 xivth chapter to the Romans. That there it 
nothing unclean of itſelf, but to bim that efteem- 
eth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean + 
but if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, 
not walief thou not charitably : deſtroy not 
him with thy meat for whom Chriſt died. Now 
this is farther explained by what he tells us, 
Chapter viii: of the firſt epiſtle to the Corin- 
_ thians, at the 4th and th verſes, As concern- 
ing the eating thoſe things that are facrificed 
to idols; we know that an idol is nothing in 
= world, and that there is no other God but 
+ bowbeit there is not in every man that 
eg for ſome, with conſcience of tbe 
idol, unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto 
an idol, and their conſcience being weak, is de- 

4; For, at the roth verſe, if any man fee thee 
which haſt knowoledge ſit at meat in the idol's 
temple, ſhall not by conſcience of bim that is 
weak be emboldened to eat theſe things which 
are offered io idols? 

The grand danger was, it ſeems, which 
the apoſtle ſo carneſtly cautions againſt, leſt 
weaker chriſtians who could not ſhake off 
all their ſcruples about meats offered to idols 
when they were invited to a feaſt by ſome of 
their heathen neighbours, or who when they 
ſaw their brethren, the jewiſh or gentile con- 
verts, boaſting of their chriſtian liberty, as be- 
ing releaſed from all diſtinctions of meats and 

C ""_ 
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days by the more ſpiritual diſpenſation of the 
goſpel; there was in this caſe a danger, leſt 
rather than not be thought as advanced chri- 
ſtians as their brethren, they ſhould be em- 
boldened to eat contrary to their conſciences, 
or to practiſe ſome other things againſt the 
light of their own minds; which, however 
miſtaken they might be, their brethren, who 
were of ſuperior attainments, ſhould tenderly 
bear with them, and forbear in their pre- 
ſence to drink wine and eat meats once pro- 
hibited, eſpecially in an idol's temple: and 
I can't, by the way, help remarking the great 
candor, tenderneſs and charity, that St. Paul 
here inculcates, of which he himſelf was ſo 
ſhining an example for our imitation. 

There is, in fhort, what divines term ſcan- 
dalum acceptum non datum, as well as there is, 
ſcandalum datum et acceptum. I am not at all 
fond of ſchool- diſtinctions in general, but any 
that are uſeful may paſs uncenſured, like 
pearls amidſt a heap of rubbiſh. Our Sa- 
viour himſelf gave great, not juſt offence to 
the ſcribes and phariſees, who were almoſt al- 
ways cavilling at his conduct, for inſtance : 
This man recerveth finners and eateth with 
them. But did he alter his conduct in this 
reſpect out of complaiſance to their ill natured 
caprice? Far from it, he vindicates his aſſo- 
ciating with publicans in hopes of doing them 
good, with a view to bring them back from 


the paths of 1 A _ death, Here was 
then 


(1 ) 

has no Juſt reaſon for their finding fault : 
But to give occaſion of offence to a humble 
and modeſt, though perhaps too ſcrupulous, 
_ chriſtian, by continuing to practiſe what to 
us would be no great detriment to abſtain 
from, this I think the generous ſpirit of our 
holy religion ſhould inſtruct us to avoid. But 
_ 2dly, Don't abuſe your chriſtian liberty by 

taking encouragement to fin, becauſe the 

doning grace of God under the goſpel unde 5 
The goſpel is no cloke for wilful iniquity. It 
is a noble, the only ſweet and ſure relief, for 
a ſincere chriſtian who is aiming at perfection 
in holineſs, is exceedingly defirous of it, tho' 
he falls vaſtly ſhort, being conſcious of nume- 
rous unallowed defects. This induces him 
to pour out his Soul in that fervent language 
of the Pſalmiſt, Oh that my ways were di- 
refed to keep thy ſlatutes To fuch, and ſuch 
only the promiſes of the new covenant be- 
long : for the encouragement of ſuch as theſe, 
St. John writes with winning ſoftneſs: My 
little children, theſe things write I unto you, 
that ye ſen not; and if any man ſin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the 
righteous, and be is the propitiation for our 
fins. 1 John ii. 1, 2. 1f the jon of God make us 
Free, tis moſt certain we ſhall be free indeed, 
free not to fin but from ſin, not only from its 
flaming guilt, but from its hateful tyranny and 
dominion: As free, ſays the apoſtle Peter, yet not 
ing your liberty for a cloke of maliciouſneſs or 
2 WICk. 
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wic kedneſi, but as the ſervants of God. The ſame 
inſpired writer complains of ſome who pro, 
miſed liberty to their deluded votaries, i 
they themſelves were the ſervants of corrup- 
tion, or ſlaves to their vices ; for of whom, he 
juſtly adds, à man is overcome, of the fame 
z#s he brought into bondage, He ſeems to 
ſpeak of the Gnoſtics, or followers of Simon 
Magus, who in that firſt age of the church, 
were ſo daring as to maintain, that high ſoar- 
ing ſpeculations, expreſſed in great ſwelling 
words of vanity, were ſufficient to ſave men, 
while they continued intirely regardleſs of 
their behaviour, ſo they did but zealouſly ad- 
here to their infallible ſect. But ye have not 
o learned Chriſt, as the great apoſtle excellent- 
ly obſerves, , ſ% be that ye have heard bim, 
umd have been taught by him, as the truth is in 
Jeſs; that ye put off concerning the former 
conver ſation, the old man which is corrupt, 
according to the deceitful luſts, Epheſians iv, 
20, 21, 22. Jeſus did not appear to relax ſo 
much as any one obligation to duty, but ra- 
ther to inforce it by the molt endearing and 
by many ſuperadded invigorating motives. He 
came to add oil to the wheels, to give nerves 
to our cheerful obedience, whilft he is the 
author of eternal ſalvation to them, and to 
none but them that are ſincerely defirous of 
_ obeying him. His name is called Jeſus, a 
common and a very juſt remark, becauſe he 
faves his people not in, but from. their ſins. 
EY. | | And 


=” 
And tho' the beſt of theſe have to conflict 
with the remains of a polluted nature, {till 
as they would fain be better, and enter their 
proteſt againſt even their once moſt datling 
paſſions and favourite cotruptions; this ſhews 
that fin has not the dominion over them, that 
they are dead indeed unto fin, but ahve unto 
God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; that 
ſin does not reign in their mortal bodies, ſo 
as to obey it in the luſts thereof, but that 
they yield themſelves to God, as thoſe. that 
are alive from the dead. This is the ſtrong 
emphatic language of the New Teftameat, 
and this is what every real chriſtian in ſome 
degree experiences, But, G3 3s 
- 3dly, Abuſe not your liberty or right of 
private judgment, This is done when per- 
ſons under the notion of proving all things, 
give way to univerſal ſcepticiſm, when in- 
ſtead of proving all things that they might 
hold faſt what is good, they pretend to exa- 
mine and try all things, in order to hold faſt 
nothing at all, or at leaſt no good principles, 
from whence muſt flow a well regulated be- 
haviour, Univerſal ſcepticiſm is one very 
cenſurable extreme, as infallibility, or rather 
groundleſs pretenſions to it, is the other. A- 
gain, don't abuſe the right you have to de- 
clare your ſentiments, or of publiſhing one's 
thoughts, let not this be perverted to ſcurri- 
lity and profaneneſs. Let our ſearches after 
truth be attended with humility and modeſ- 


ty, 
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ty, eſpecially our diſquiſitions of a religious | 
nature ſhould be quite diveſted of that petu 
lant ſpirit of cavilling, and ſhould be ever 
accompanied with that candor which throws 
a luſtre upon every character; for any to deal 
in ill natur d unmannerly expreſſions, gives at 
leaſt, a ſhrewd ſuſpicion that our cauſe is bad; 


: can do no good, and may do injury to the 


very "beſt of cauſes. Truth needs none of 
the wrath of man for its defence : it flouriſh- 
es moſt and thrives beſt in a ſoil of fair-deal- 
ing and unclouded benevolence. Speaking 
the truth in love is a moſt admirable precept | 

of our holy religion, which recommends it- 
ſelf to every impartial and diſpaſſionate mind; 
for by the ſame rule that I aſſume a power 
of controuling the ſentiments of others with 
hard words, the oppoſite party may return 
the compliment, and perhaps with intereſt, 
To behave in this manner to our fellow-crea- 
tures and fellow-ſervants in the fight of 
God and of all thinking men, is, I doubt, a 
degree of perſecution. I may and ought to 
defend what I take to be truth, and eſpecial- 
ly if it be, as I apprehend, very important, I 
ought to be faithful, *tis my duty and glory 
to the very death, in hope of receiving a 
crown of life, when perſecuted for what I 
dare not depart from, but then on no ac- 
count am ] to turn perſecutor myſelf. *Tis 
incumbent on me thus to keep the faith, but 
then this * and ought to be done without 
reviling 
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reviling language. God don't need your wrath, 
tis the expreſs declaration of the bible to 
work his righteouſneſs. To hereticate men, 
and very often for uncertain, and, if true, 
very trifling ſpeculations, as is notoriouſly 
done by the church of Rome, to hereticate 
men ſhall I be allow'd to repeat it ? Perſons 
perhaps of equal ſincerity and greater abili- 
ties than ourſelves, may by ſome, be termed 
zeal, but I ſhould be afraid the great Saviour 
and judge of the world might deem it no other 
than a ſmiting our fellow ſervants, However 
we ought here to be extremely cautious, and 
for my part as I judge it ſafer, fo had ra- 
ther be found erring on the tender and cha- 
ritable fide, than to indulge a fierce and o- 
ver-bearing temper. I don't hereby deſign to 
reflect on any perſon or party. Alas! it 
might too eaſily be made appear, that almoſt 
all parties have perſecuted in their turns, 
not only with the tongue and pen, but even 
with the ſword, or at leaſt with goals and 
confiſcations. May not that of the great Sa - 
viour of mankind be too juſtly applied to us 
all in the caſe before us. He that is without 
fin among you let him caſt the firſt flone. | 
But here it may be objected, ſuppoſe where 
perſons are outrageous and unruly, where 
their tongues are licentious, or their pens 
_ dipped deep in gall, eſpecially againſt religion 
and virtue, may not the arm of the civil 
magiſtrate 
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magiſtrate be call'd in? To this it may be 
anſwered, that the liberty of the preſs is à 
very tender point, which without the laſt ne- 
ceſſity ſhould not be given up, and if authors 
keep within any tolerable bounds of decen- 

* the peel lie open, and let their ſen- 
timents be communicated without the leaſt 
danger of coercion : by tolerable bounds I 
mean, when men don't write profeſſedly a- 
gainſt religion and virtue, for if perſons en- 
deavour to ſet afide the eternal and immu- 
table differences between good and evil, to 
confound vice and virtue, or to diſprove the 
being of a God, they then may be ſaid to 
unhinge all ſociety, and to reduce us to a 
ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, in which 
caſe no doubt the civil magiſtrate has a right 
to interpoſe, for preſerving peace and good 
order in the ſtate, The words of that in- 
comparable patron of liberty, the great Mr, 
Locke, are worth attending to on this occaſion, 
*tis in his excellent letter concerning tolerati- 
on, p. 67. *© Thoſe, ſays he, are not at all 
te to be tolerated who deny the being of a 
% God, promiſes, coyenants and oaths, which 
« are the bonds of human ſociety, can have 
% no hold upon an atheiſt; befides allo, 
c thoſe that by their atheiſm undermine and 
c deſtroy all religion, can have no pretence 
* of religion whereupon to challenge the 
* privilege of a toleration.” Thus far that 
admirable writer. However, as to all con- 

troverſies 
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troverſies among profeſſing chriſtians, as we 
have no buſineſs to require the aid of the 
civil magiſtrate, ſo the preſent happy go- 
vernment under which we live, has too much 
goodneſs to concern itſelf with the unhappy 
differences among ourſelves, unleſs by re- 
commending moderation from the throne. 
A golden age in compariſon of former times! 
As to the affair of the unhappy Servetus, 
which has made ſo much noiſe, and on 
whoſe account rather too ſtrong reflections 
may have been made, to diſparage the me- 
mory of a great reformer, I think with a 
* learned and celebrated divine among the 
Diſſenters, that he was fitter for Bedlam than 
a ſtake. 

One would be far from pretending to juſ- 
tify the treatment Servetus met with, but if 
it be conſider'd that our reformers, good and 
great as they were, had but juſt emerg'd 
from the darkneſs of popiſh ignorance and 
tyranny, ſome grains of allowance, I would 
humbly venture to ſay, might be made, 
without encouraging ſuch a miſguided and 
intemperate zeal, And methinks this ſhould 
be an everlaſting caution to all parties, how 
they ruſh upon ſanguinary methods when 
they have it in their power, rather than 
practice the milder doctrine of the meek and 

lowly Jeſus, who rebuked his two fiery diſ- 
TD 535 ciples 


Dr. Calamy in the preface to his diſcourſes on the Tri- 
nity. WY | 
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ciples when they were for abuſing a miracle, 
ſaying, Shall we command fire from heaven to 
deſtroy theſe impious Samaritans, as Elias did, 
with that reply worthy of himſelf. Le now 
not what manner of ſpirit ye are of ; if fire 
muſt not be call'd from heaven on ſuch an 
occaſion, what is fire from earth but ſtrange 
fire? What are all the terrors of the inqui- 
ſition? what is fire from the tongues and 
pens of angry men but ſtrange fire? Fire 
which may make men hypocrites, not real 
converts, fire which may deſtroy their bo- 
dies, their fortunes, their reputations, but 
never yet ſaved ſo much as one ſoul, Is it 

not ſurpriſing that what our glorious Saviour 
made the mark of a falſe church, ſhould be 
blindly adopted by any that profeſs chriſtia- 
nity, e. g. the papiſts. He that killeth you 
thinketh that he doth God ſervice; and ſhall I 
be permitted to obſerve, venturing thro the 
diſpleaſure of none but the intemperate zeal- 
ots of every denomination, that killing of 
characters is next to, if not as criminal in the 
divine ſight as murdering of perſons : where- 
as, the grand characteriſtick, our kind redeem- 
er has made of all his diſciples, the glorious 
badge which he has graced and dignified them 
with, is that they love one another, One would 
be apt to imagine, if we were to judge of 
chriſtianity by the cenſorious conduct, by the 
bitter and rancorous expreſſions of too man 

of its profeſſors, that our Saviour had faid 
quite 
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quite the reverſe, by this ſhall all men know 
that ye are my diſciples if 77e hate one 
another. Thus in Germany tis too well 
known, that the Lutherans mortally hate a 
Calviniſt, and the Calviniſts a Lutheran: 
Io this will it be objected, what would 
you let in error like a flood? What ſhall 


men be allow'd, with impunity, to lead fouls 


headlong to perdition ? What ſhall perſons 
be permitted to wreſt the ſcriptures to their 
own deſtruction ? To this it may be anſwer- 
ed, who are to be'the judges of this matter? 
May not a perſon of a different way of 


thinking from you, caſily retort the invidious 


charge? May they not with equal gravity 
and aſſurance affirm, that, for aught appears 
to them, you are as liable to wreſt the ſcrip- 
tures as they ? God, Sirs, is the ſole Lord of 
conſcience. Tis a truly chriſtian and pro- 
teſtant principle. To tell men their religious 
opinions are wrong, nay dangerous if you 
judge them ſo; thus far we may have autho- 
rity to go, but not 2 jot farther, for the ſer- 
vant. of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle 
to all mon, patient, apt vo teach, in meekneſs, 

inſtructing them that oppoſe themſelves, if per- 
adventure God may give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of the truth, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 
2 5. Beſides, there are ſome doctrines, which 
though not eſſentially neceſſary to falvation; 

may W valuable, and, in ſonie ſenſe im- 

Dogs i109 + portant, 
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portant, which nevertheleſs all good people 
are not agreed in, but ſtill they may agree 
to differ, endeavouring to comply with that 
golden injunction of the apoſtle. As far as 
ye have already attained, let us walk by the 
Jame rule, let us mind the ſame thing, and if 
in any thi ng ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall 
reveal even this unto you, Phil. iii. 15, 16. 
Shall it moreover be urged, that perſons who 
don't maintain the principles we embrace, 
are not fincere in their inquiries, that they 
neglect prayer for divine aſſiſtance, and for the 
influences of God's holy ſpirit to guide them 
into truth, I aſk, how can this be known to 
any but the great ſearcher of hearts? In the 
mean while, ſhould not that charity or chriſti- 
an love, fo beautifully deſcrib'd by St. Paul, 
1 Cor. x11. 7. as not only hoping, but believ- 
ing all things, induce us to judge favourably 
of the conduct of others in the abovemention- 
ed reſpects ? I can't here forbear tranſcribing 
an obſervation or two from the late great 
and good Dr. Watts; in his Eſſay on Uncha- 
ritableneſs: If I may, ſays he, be permitted 
e to ſpeak of myſelf, I might acquaint the 
« world with my own experience. After 
“ ſome years ſpent in the peruſal of contro- 
ce verſial authors, and finding them inſufh- 
< cient to ſettle my judgment and conſcience 
c in ſome great points of religion, I reſolved 
* to ſeek a determination of my thoughts 
* from the epiltles of St, Paul, — eſpeci- 
« ally 
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ally in that weighty docttine of juſtifica- 


tion. I peruſed his letter to the Romans 
in the original, with the moſt fixed medi- 
tation, laborious ſtudy, and importunate 
requeſts to God for ſeveral months toge- 
ther; firſt without conſulting any com- 


mentator, and afterwards called in the aſ- 


ſiſtance of the beſt eritics and interpreters. 
Ivery narrowly obſerved the daily motions 
of my own mind: I found it very hard to 
root out old prejudices, and to eſcape the 


danger of new ones. I met with ſome 
expreſſions of the apoſtle that ſwayed me 


towards one opinion, and others that in- 
clin'd the balance of my thoughts another 
way, and it was no eaſy matter to main- 
tain my judgment in an equal poiſe, till 
ſome juſt and weighty argument gave the 
determination; ſo many croſſing notions, 
perplexing difficulties, and ſeeming repug- 


* nancies lay in my way, that I moſt hear- 
tily bleſs the divine goodneſs that enabled 


me at laſt to ſurmount them all, and e- 
ſtabliſhed my judgment and conſcience in 


that glorious and forſaken doctrine of the 
juſtification of a ſinner in the ſight of 


God, by the imputation of a perfect right- 
eouſneſs which is not originally his own. 
From my own experiment, continues this 
pious and judicious author, I can eaſily 


e gueſs what confounding intricacies of 


thought others paſs through in their ho- 


neſt 
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e neſt ſearches after truth, Theſe conflicts 
ce did excceedingly enlarge my ſoul and 
* ſtretched my charity to a vaſt extent. I 
< ſee, I feel, and am aſſured, that ſeveral 
men may be very ſincere, and yet enter- 
ce tain notions in ' divinity, all widely dif- 
e ferent. I confeſs now and then ſome 
e opinions, or ſome unhappy * occurrences 
care ready to narrow and -confine my af- 
e feQtions again, if I am not watchful over 
* myſelf, but I pray God to (preſerve up- 
*© on my heart a ſtrong and laſting remem- 
* brance of thoſe days and thoſe ſtudies, 
x whereby he laid within, me, the founda- 
tion of ſo broad a ee 2 Thus far 
n excellent divine. 

It may farther be böggeſted, thy which 
I ſhall cloſe this head, that ſince our Sa- 
viour denounced woes, and the holy apoſtle 
Paul his anathemas, and that ſometimes in 

retty ſevere language, may we not imitate 
lach glorious patterns? May we not be per- 
mitted to rebuke men ſharply that they 
might be found in the faith? To this it 
may moſt readily be anſwered, when you 
have the infallibity either of our Saviour and 
St. Paul or the extraordinary giſts of an 
evangeliſt. The great St. Paul might ſay 
and do many things in the fulneſs of his 
apoſtolic power which we have no right to 
imitate. Becauſe he addreſſed Elymas in 


uſe awful — of language, and, as it is 
highly 
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highly probable, under an immediate divine 
afflatus; O full of all ſubtilty, thou child f 
the Devil, thou enemy of all righteouſneſs. 
Will this therefore warrant us to call hard 
names, to ſtigmatize and brand as with a black 
mark thoſe who differ from us merely in 
ſentiments. '' Beſides, it is remarkable that 
thoſe whom the apoſtle Jude, for inſtance, 
characterizes as raging waves of the ſea, foam- 
ing out their own ſhame, &c. and thoſe 
whom our Saviour and St. Paul ſtigmatizes, 
were men of exceeding immoral lives, of 
bad and corrupt converſations, either turn- 
ing the grace of God into wantonneſs as 
the gnoſtics, or they were hypocritical Pha- 
riſees who pretended to a great deal of ſanc- 
tity, while the general tenor of their actions 
manifeſtly contradicted their high profeſſions; 
appearing with a ſad and ſour countenance, 
devouring widows houſes, and at the ſame 
time, for a pretence made long prayers, ſay- 
ing, ſtand by thyſelf for I am holier than 
thou, ſtraining at gnats and ſwallowing of 
© camels, laying a mighty ſtreſs upon trifling 
punctilios, while they neglected the far 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and fidelity, taking all occaſions to 
condemn thoſe actions as ſinful which were 
merely indifferent, and framing duties or 
works of ſupererogation which the divine 
being never commanded. Tis againſt ſuch 
as theſe that our divine Saviour points all the 
e | artillery 
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artillery and thunder of his awful threatnings. 
So the Cretans whom Titus was ordered to 


rebuke ſharpl yor cuttingly, [aveſohes, ] were 


always liars, evil beaſts, ſlow bellies, perſons 
of a ſcandalous and profligate character. 
Tit. i. 12. compared with 16. Who art thou 
on the other hand, ſays the great apoſtle, 
who judgeſt another man's ſervant to his own 
maſter, be ſtands or falls: and again, in that 
ſame chapter, but why doſt thou judge thy 
brother? or why deft thou ſet at nought thy 
brother? for we ſhall all ſtand before the 
judgment ſeat of Chriſt, &c. ſo then every 
one of us muſt give account of himſelf to God, 
Rom. xiv. 10, 12. Let us not then under any 
pretence whatever, indulge ſcurrillity of lan- 
guage. Let us not thus pervert our happy 
liberty, let us not ſay or do any thing that 
looks like ſeating ourſelves in the divine tri- 
bunal, or dethroning our infinitely wiſe and 
omniſcient judge, tho' but for a moment; 
but let us judge rather not to throw a ſtumb- 
ling block in the way of any chriſtian bro- 
ther. Which leads us to the 


IIId. Thing in my text, but by love ſerve 
one another. This is elſewhere explained in 
that above cited paſſage of St. Peter, as free, 
and not ufing your liberty for a cloak of mali- 
ciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God, 1 Pet. 
ii. 16, From whence it is evident, that in 
ſerving one another we ſerve and glorify 


(25) 

God; and indeed what is the whole ſecond 
table of the law compriz'd in, but that 
golden, that melodious, that inchanting 
term love, for as in the verſe immediately 
after our text, all the law. is fulfilled in one 

word, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
— - a love worketh no ill to his neighbour, there- 
fore love is the fulfilling of the law; nay it 

oes farther, tis converſant about doing him 

all the good that can poſſibly be effected. 

All beneficent actions, if they don't proceed 
from a principle of cordial love, and of be- 
ing, as the apoſtle phraſes it, kindly affeftion- 
ed one to another, loſe half their intrinſic 
value, The manner of performing a generous 
action is what renders it ſterling, The luſtre 

of many charitable acts is ſadly tarniſhed 

by untoward circumſtances that attend them. 
Tis melancholy to conſider that ſo many are 
crouding all their cares and concerns with- 
in that little narrow circle, themſelves, a 
circumference greatly magnified in their | 
vain and ſwelling imaginations. However, 
bad as the times are, it muſt be owned, and 
I queſtion not, will be recorded to the hon- 
our of the preſent age, that never was a 
greater flow of public ſpirited and uſeful 
charities, never was benevolence and hu- 
manity more conſpicuous among all ranks 
and degrees of people, and, which is very re- 
markable, without any of thoſe ſuperſtitious 

. views 


626) 
views which for the moſt part produce thoſe 
charities in other countries; but ſtill there is 
room for exhortation to abound yet more 
and more: and J will farther add that no- 
thing is wanting to render thoſe excellent 
benevolences compleat, but that all who are 
| ſo laudably engaged therein, would carefully 
endeavour in dependance on that grace 
which is ſufficient for them to perform 
them with a view to the divine glory, and 
from a principle of ſupreme love to him in 
and thro' the great Redemer. This I would 
hope is the caſe of ſeveral whoſe hearts and 
ſouls ſeem ſwallowed up in ſuch godlike be- 
nefactions. Thus I believe it is with many 
more, than ſome of a too narrow ſpirit may 
be willing to allow. If it be enquired what 
inducing motives are there to engage, to ani- 
mate and inflame us to become common 
bleſſings to all around us, or in the alluring 
language of our text, by love to ſerve one an- 
other? I anſwer, numerous croud in from 
every quarter. I ſhall fingle out the follow- 
ing. 

15 Nothing tends more to the diſſolution 
of any ſociety whether civil or ſacred than 
want of love. Love which may be defined, 
as the reſult of a cleaving to God, our cleav- 
ing to one another with full purpoſe of 
heart. Love denotes union and delight, but 
if ye bite and devour one another as in the 


ſubſequent context, take heed ye be not con- 
ſumed 
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a one of another, Nothing tends more 
to the ruin of any intereſt, than ſtrife and 
contention. Tis our Lord's maxim, A 
kingdom divided againſt ztfelf cannot ſtand. 
Divide et impera, is what the emiſſaries of 
Rome are continually acting upon, To ſet 
proteſtants together by the ears, that in the 
end they may weaken and deſtroy them 
all. Let us therefore watch againſt the de- 
ſigns of our common adverſary, Let pro- 
teſtants of all denominations be exhorted to 
love one another, for the future more than 
ever. 

2. There is no injunction carries it's own 
reward in it more than love. Tis not only 
our Saviour's new commandment which de- 
notes its excellence and importance, but it 
1s the high road to ſolid peace and pleaſure, 
In keeping this, if in keeping any divine 
command, there is a great reward. Love 
attunes all our jarring and diſcordant paſ- 
fions, renders difficult things eaſy, and eaſy 
things much more pleaſant. Tis the very 
air of heaven, How balſamic to the hu- 
man mind are thoſe divine graces and virtues 
ſpecified, 5th chapter of this epiſtle, 22d, 
23d. verſes, We feel ourſelves juſt as we 
ſhould and would be, when thoſe graces a- 
bound in us which are there ſtiled, the fruit of 
be ſpirit ! ſuch as love, joy, peace, nge Gering, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, 2 th, meekneſs, tempe- 
rance. Survey the odiouſneſs of the con- 
| 2 trary 


(028) 
trary diſpoſitions, the hideous deformity of an 
oppoſite character. By way of contraſt, con- 
ſider the deplorable ſituation of one abandon- 
ed, to the turbulence of his paſſions: How 
reſtleſs, like the troubled ſea! How uncom- 
fortable to themſelves, and to all who have 
any concern with them! How unamiable, 
like Iſhmael, their hand againſt every man, 
and every man's hand againſt them. Hated 
and dreaded they may be whilſt living, eſpe- 
cially if perſons of figure and fortune : by 
few or none cordially beloved, and at length, 
die ſecretly unlamented. | 
zaly, As has been already hinted, love is 
the temper of heaven, There is no being pre- 
ared for the enjoyments and employments 
of a future world, without this queen of gra- 
ces. We are expreſsly told in that admirable 
13th chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians, That if we have not charity, i. e. 
Love to God, to fellow-chriſtians, and to our 
fellow-men, we are nothing, ver. 2. And at 
the 8th verſe, Charity never faileth. And 
again ver. 13, And now abideth faith, hope, 
and charity, but the greateſt of theſe is charity. 
Why? becauſe when faith terminates in the 
bene viſion, and when hope is ſwallowed 
up in the fruition of the moſt divine and ra- 
viſhing objects, then love to God, to fellow- 
ſaints and angels, ſhall glow, ſhall riſe higher 
and higher ſtill in their glorified breaſts, in 
| ſort of infinite progreſſion throughout the 
immenſe 
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immenſe ages of an happy eternity, What 
a noble ſummary deſcription of the goſpel and 
its excellent effects on the ſouls of men, are 
we favoured with by the apoſtle Peter, it 
chapter of his 2d epiſtle, from the 3d to the 
12th verſe: According as his divine power, 
hath given unto us all things pertaining to life 
and godlineſs, thro' the knowledge of him who 
hath called us to glory and virtue, &c, And be- 
fides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith, 
virtue; and to virtue, knowledge ; and to knows 
ledge, temperance ; and to temperance, patience; 
and to patience, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, bro- 
therly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindneſs, cba- 
rity. For if theſe things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye ſhall be neither barren nor 
unfruitful, &c. for ſo at the 11th verſe, an 
entrance ſhall be miniſtered unto you abundantly, 
into . the everlaſiing kingdom of gur Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Once more, 

4thly, We hereby reſemble God the great- 
eſt and the beſt: of beings, as is more than 
hinted by St. John in that pathetic addreſs. 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of 
God; he that loveth is born of God, and not- 
eth God, for God is lave. 1 John iv. 7, 8. 
When our divine maſter exhorts us to the 
Imitation of the bleſſed God, ſaying, Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your father which is 
in heaven is perfect. Is not this exhortation 
founded upon love, love to our very ene- 
mies, and much more to our chriſtian bre- 
thren? Again, — 


6 

In the 5th place, Walk in love, be that the 
delightful orderly ſphere in which you conti- 
nually move; be that the healthful element in 
which you conſtantly breath: Be ye therefore 
imitators of God as dear children; and walk in 
love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and given 
himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God 

for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour, So acceptable was 
this his ſacrifice for our ſakes, to the divine 
Father, Epheſ. v. 1, 2. This indeed, tho' not 
mentioned firit in order, is the ſublimeſt and 
molt engaging motive of all, Thus the ſacred 
writer ſeems to repreſent it, 1 Joh. iv. from the 
gth to the 12th verſe incluſively. What but the 
higheſt and moſt diſintereſted love, could in- 
duce ſeſus the ſaviour to appear in the form of 
aſervant? Love ran like a golden thread thro 

all the obedience and ſufferings of his ſpotleſs 
beneficent life, and thro' all the agonies of 


his amazing death. There is no incentive 


like this, when rightly underſtood and im- 
proved, to the practice of univerſal holineſs. 


Religion! thou the ſoul of happineſs 

And groaning Calvary of thee, There ſhine 

The nobleſt truths, there ſtrongeſt. motives 
ſting, | 

There ſacred violence aſſaults the ſoul. 

Can love allure us, or can terror awe ?- 


He weeps—The falling drop puts out the ſun. 


(31) 
He fighs—The ſigh earth's deep foundation 
ſhakes. As the inimitable Yung di- 
vinely ſoars. ; 


Should not this inexhauſted theme, the 
boundleſs, unfathomable love of a bleedin 
Jeſus, effectually conſtrain us to lay afide all 
our little animoſities, and to love one ano- 
ther out of a pure heart fervently ? did he 
our common Lord and Redeemer ſuffer and 
die to break down the middle wall of par- 
tition between Jew and Gentile, and ſhall 
we be fond of party names and diſtinctions? 
Shall we dare ourſelves to erect new walls of 
partition infinitely diſpleaſing to him, and 
injurious to one another? Shall the cry till 
go on among us, I am of Paul, and I of 
Apollos, and I of Cephas? Do we thus 
requite all his tenderneſs and grace, Oh baſe 
ingratitude! Oh our obdurate and rocky 
hearts! Laſtly, the glorious providences of 
this day, as well as all our other deliver- 
ances and falvations, which are many and 
great, ſhould excite us to a diligent and 
cheerful diſcharge of the duty recommended 
in our text, ſo extremely conducive to our 
happineſs, by love to ſerve one another, The 
peaceful proclamation of his late majeſty 
king George I. of bleſſed memory, the diſ- 
appointment of all the enemies of our re- 
religion and country, in their hopes of a 
popiſh pretender ; the continued and ſtable 

enjoy- 
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enjoyment of our civil liberties, of our rights 
and properties as Engliſhmen and chriſtians, 
which had been ſettled on ſuch ſolid foun- 
dations at the glorious revolution, and far- 
ther confirmed to-us by that excellent prince 
now reigning, who 1s the delight of all the 
wiſe, and good, and unprejudiced part of 
mankind. Are not theſe things matter of 
Joyful praiſe? Should they not inflame us 

with the moſt lively gratitude? Should they 

not cauſe our hearts to glow and burn with- 
in us? Do not theſe kind appearances in our 
favour furniſh out ardent and abundant 
thankſgivings to God, to that God who is 
eminently the God of ſalvation to his | 
Britiſh Iſrael, and to whom belong the iſ- 

ſues from death. Who has ſaved us over 

and over again, and that almoſt miraculouſ- 

ly; who has often made our extremity of 

diſtreſs his opportunity of ſhining forth for 

our help and reſcue; when we were ready 

to ſay our hopes are blaſted, we are cut off 

for our parts, we found to our exceeding 

joy and comfort that it was not ſo on God's 

part, He has often brought us to the mount, 

that in the mount he might be ſeen, to allude 

to that remarkable diſpenſation of the divine 

majeſty with reſpe& to the patriarch Abra- 

ham. Has he not turn'd for us the thickeſt 

and moſt horrible gloom, to uſe a beautiful 

eaſtern phraſe, into the glorious eyelids of 


the morning? Would you be truly — 
0 


(33) 
of the advantages we enjoy, go to Turkey, 
take a view of the arbitrary meaſures there 
purſued, the lives and fortunes of all the ſub- 
jets entirely precarious, liable every moment 
to be forfeited at the caprice of a ſanguinary 
tyrant. If you would know ſomewhat more 
of the value of this ineſtimable jewel, Liber- 
ty, go into a neighbouring nation, take an 


attentive and ſhocking view of the dragoon- 


ing of proteſtants, their wreſting that key of 


knowledge, the New Teſtament, out of their 


hands, raviſhing their dear children from 
them, thoſe pieces of themſelves, in order 
to train them up in all the ſuperſtitions and 
cruelties of popery. What numbers of our 
proteſtant brethren are there groaning, either 
in diſmal dungeons, or chain'd to the oar of 
an infamous gally. Look into Spain or Por- 


tugal, and contemplate the horrors of an in- 


fernal inquiſition, and bleſs God that you are 


free, that you are poſſeſt of property, that 


you fit under your own vine and your o 


fig- tree, none making you afraid, as the ſcrip- 
ture elegantly phraſes it; and eſpecially be 
| thankful, that you not only have a right to 
judge for yourſelves in the important con- 
cerns of religion, but are ſecured in the full 


enjoyment of that right, without any, the 


leaſt compulſion, Whatever ſome ungtate- 
ful people among ourſelves may ſuggeſt, we 
are the envy of other nations, who are ready 
to cry out, e e 
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O fortunatos nimium ſua ſi bona norint 
Anglos | — 


Let us not therefore by our inteſtine di- 
viſions, by our luxury and other enormities, 


provoke the Almighty to abandon and give 


us up. He ſeems, if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion, loth to do it. How frequently 
has he, as it were, ſhook his rod over us, ſtill 
unwilling to ſtrike the fatal blow. Many a 
time has he delivered us from domeſtic in- 
ſurrections and rebellions, from the peſti- 
lence, famine, and devouring ſword ; thoſe 
three ſignal arrows in his quiver, Whereas 
for our infidelity on the one hand, and our 
uncharitableneſs on the other, we have de- 


ſerved the foreſt calamities, the ſevereſt judg- 
ments. He might juſtly, long ere this, in the 


courſe of his over-ruling providence, have 
deprived us of all thoſe mercies, our liber- 


ties both civil, and ſacred in particular, which 


we have ſo notoriouſly abuſed, Let us then 
be prevailed on to return to him, from whom 
we have ſo deeply revolted. Let us prize our 
privileges more than ever, and no longer imi- 
tate that murmuring, provoking temper of 
the Iſraelites, who were almoſt always diſ- 
contented they knew not why; but let us 
learn in the firſt place, to be exceeding thank- 
ful to the God of all mercy and compaſſion, 


for the immunities and advantages he is ſtill 
| fa⸗- 


(35) 

favouring us with, and to our good goyer- 
nors, and eſpecially to our only rightfal and 
lawful ſovereign king George, as ſupreme, 
for all his paternal care and concern for our 
welfare; and let there be no diſtinction for 
the future heard among us, but that of 
thoſe who are for the true chriſtian and pro- 
teſtant religion, and for the liberties of their 
country, in oppoſition to popery and flave- 
ry. In fine, may it be the earneſt concern 
and endeavour of every individual in their 
reſpective ſtations, to cultivate vital religion 
in our own hearts, and to ſet the moſt 
ſhining examples to our families and to all 
mankind, of every thing that is virtuous 
and praiſe-worthy, of love to God and our 
neighbour, of eminent thankfulneſs for the 
mercies we are daily receiving under the beſt 
of governments, whoſe hands we ought, as 
far as in us lies, in our ſeveral ſpheres, to 
ſtrengthen and ſupport ; hoping and ardently 
praying, that all the bleſſings and advantages 
of a proteſtant and free people, may be tranſ- 
mitted down to our deſcendants of the lat- 
eſt poſterity. 
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to the Society that ſupports the Lord's. day 
Morning Lecture, on Auguſt 1, 1751. in 
Commemoration of the happy Acceflion of 
the preſent Royal Family to the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms. By John Hodge. Pub- 
liſhed at the Deſire of the Society, and Mi- 
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